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COMMUNIQUÉ 
The commitment of the Palermo Skal Club for Lampedusa:

a holiday in liberty and for liberty 

The appeal from the National President Giuseppe Rubaudo: insert the island

among the summer 2011 destinations
Palermo, 18 May 2011 – A few days after the great migratory wave to Lampedusa following the troubles in North Africa, the Skal Club in Palermo was among the first to pay attention to the worries and the cry of pain of reference operators for this destination. Last 4 March the Palermo association, headed by Toti Piscopo, during its annual meeting undertook to write to the presidents of the Skal Clubs present in the world to ask them to collaborate in creating a movement of opinion in favour of Lampedusa and all Sicily at a difficult moment like this, seeing that many tour operators had started to cancel Lampedusa from the map of their destinations.

The prompting from Skal Palermo has also been widely shared at a national level. “We fully support the initiative of the Sicilian association,” stresses Giuseppe Rubaudo, president of the Skal Club Italy, “and make it our own, adopting it as a model for the overall boosting of a niche tourist offer that can aspire to international attention. Lampedusa, which is now out of the emergency, despite the landings, can be a symbol of this commitment of ours.” Today that letter has been sent to the twenty-two thousand professional tour operators belonging to the Skal International clubs in the world.

“I wish to draw your attention,” Piscopo writes, “to recent events that have had as their protagonist that splendid strip of Sicilian land that is called Lampedusa, an outpost of Italy, kissed by the sun and bathed by the Mediterranean Sea, which has become a landing and departure point for thousands of men, women and children fleeing from their countries in a desperate search for peace and freedom. 

And it is precisely Lampedusa that welcomes them, with its people, with the many men and women that in a uniform, an overall or a white coat, or a simple suit, rediscover the taste of brotherhood, of solidarity, and they do it not only out of professional duty but also because they are healthy interpreters, protagonists and guardians of those social, civic and religious values on which peace and freedom can develop. The people of Sicily know this because they have experienced it, the people of Lampedusa know it because they are experiencing it, with pride and dignity and at times with loneliness. Loneliness that they do not deserve.  

Indeed, if it is true that tourism itself is an instrument of peace and freedom and a means for favouring knowledge among peoples, those who operate inside it are, by profession or vocation, a lucid and attentive messenger of it. An obvious consideration for us professional tour operators belonging to Skal International, in whose acronym, of Scandinavian origin, we find Health (S is for SUNDHET), Friendship (K for KARLEK), Long life (A for ALDER) and lastly Happiness (L for LIKA). 

A reflection, surely dictated by emotion but also by conviction, that leads me to write to invite you to insert and propose Lampedusa among the possible destinations of the forthcoming tourist season. 

A particularly useful suggestion now that on Lampedusa, despite the continuation of the landings, the emergency connected to the migratory pressure is over and the island, both from the environmental point of view and from that of liveability, has returned to normal, at least to the normality preceding the massive exodus that gave rise to so much international tension. It is a situation that is not sufficiently represented by the daily news, which privileges the social aspect over the real one.
But this aspect is part of the everyday chronicle, though Lampedusa remains that strip of land kissed by God and lived in by people blessed by God. Pleasant and hospitable people. Always and with everybody. And it is precisely the people, concludes Piscopo, that constitute the added value of a different, splendid and unforgettable holiday on Lampedusa. Because only on Lampedusa can you enjoy a holiday in freedom and for freedom today.”
--
Brief info on SKAL International: Founded as an international association in 1934, Skal is the biggest organization of professional trips and tourism in the world, encompassing all sectors of the industry of travel and tourism. It has headquarters in 5 continents and 87 countries and it has 22,000 members, who are hoteliers and travel agents, air companies, tourism journalists, academics of tourism, etc.

In Italy Skal began its activity on 18 November 1942, with the constitution of the Club in Rome, the 52nd in the world. The Palermo Club, founded on 28 February 1952, is the 89th in the world. Today in Italy there are 13 Skal Clubs with 500 partners, all professionals of tourism.
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